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" Recently/' says our undergraduate friend,
" a fire broke out about midnight in the town
of Bolpur, which is about two miles from the
school; the boys at once raced to the town,
and after some hard work got the fire under,
while all the townspeople stood crying out and
watching it helplessly, not knowing what to do."
The account of Shanti Niketan would be
incomplete unless some idea were given of the
part taken by Rabindranath Tagore himself
in conducting the school.
Not many fathers speak of their sons with
as  great a longing and affection as the poet
did  of his   boys,    cl I  am   far  happier  there
with them  than anywhere  else."     His affec-
tionate  care of them is a  powerful spirit  in
the  school;   it  was   its   birth - spirit,   and   it
sustains the place and all who live and work
there.     "The boys  call him  Gurudu,  which
means   the   revered   master.      He   takes   no
active part in the daily routine of the school,
although sometimes he takes classes in litera-
ture and singing, and encourages the boys to
bring him their efforts at original work, both
in painting, drawing, and poetry.     He often
spoke    to   me   with   enthusiasm   and   hope-